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Add two exceptions, and two figures as follows:                                                                    Exception 

#1: For dwellings with crawl spaces, the air cavity may be drained to an approved interior or 

exterior foundation drainage system as shown in Figure R703.7.5(1).                                                                                              

Exception #2: For dwellings with basements, the air cavity may be drained to an approved drainage 

system as shown in Figure R703.7.5(2).

REASON

Water and vapor should be anticipated to occur in the air gap of a wall with masonry veneer.  Crawl 

spaces have been the topic of countless meetings among builders and officials in SW Indiana.  

Without a doubt, draining the wall cavity to an approved drainage system has achieved the most 

success through the years of its practice.  When draining the cavity directly to the drainage system, 

crawl spaces are dry and dusty.  There are many factors to consider when protecting a foundation 

from moisture.  Perhaps there are many ways to arrive at an equation for a dry crawl space.  But 

this one works, and should continue to be included in the code as an alternative.
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